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In today’s October 5, 2026 Update:

o Now Accepting Nominations: Submit Your Hospitality

Trailblazers for our Stars of the Industry Awards

e Made in Restaurants: Join the National Conversation on

Restaurant Experiences

e October Webinars: USI Webinar - October 13 and Swtch/Xcel
Webinar - October 14

« Paid Leave Perspectives Needed: Share Your PFML Experience

Now

o Stars of the Future: Celebrate Our Industry’s Future November

19

o Take Advtange of October Grants: Funding Opportunities
Available to Hospitality Operators

o ServSafe Offerings: Find A Class Near You

¢ In the News

Is your organization interested in sponsorship? Email us to learn more.

Save money and energy with our

natural gas foodservice equipment rebs ’_ﬂmm.

Nominate Your Trailblazers for Stars of
the Industry Awards

STARS

OF THE INDUSTRY

STARS OF THE INDUSTRY NOMINATION FORM

NOW OPEN

NOMINATE HOSPITALITY TRAILBLAZERS TODAY

Call for Stars of the Industry Nominations: Help us celebrate the
extraordinary talent across Minnesota hospitality by putting your most
deserving team members forward for the Stars of the Industry Awards.

The deadline to nominate is October 22, 2026.

o About the categories: This year, we’re accepting nominations for

11 different awards.

Submit Your Nominations!

Where did you start? Made in
Restaurants wants Minnesota's stories

MADE IN RESTAURANTS

Hard work starts and

careers grow, right here.
madeinrestaurants.org ‘
-

The big picture: The National Restaurant Association has launched

Made in Restaurants, a multi-year national campaign about what the

restaurant industry builds beyond food: careers, skills, community and

economic impact.

How it works: Restaurants operators are being encouraged to share

their experiences in the industry via the Made in Restaurants website. If

you've opened the doors, worked the line, managed the floor, or kept the

supply chain moving, we want to hear from you.

1. Tell us a little about yourself: Your role, your restaurant, and

what the industry has meant to you.

2. Share your moment: Record a short video or upload a photo that

captures your experience.

3. Join the conversation: Your submission may be featured in the

Made in Restaurants campaign, helping tell the story of America's

restaurant community.

Share Your Story!

October Webinars - USI Insurance and
Swich

October 13 USI Employer Solution Webinar: Understanding

Exempt vs. Nonexempt and Other Difficult Wage and Hour Laws

 Why it matters: Employers spend a lot of time (rightly) worrying
about harassment and discrimination in the workplace, but not
enough time making sure their wage and hour practices are in good

shape.

SWTCH

October 14 Swtch EV Charging Webinar: Add EV Charging at Your
Hotel with Xcel Energy's New Rebate

o« Why it matters: Xcel Energy is launching the Commercial EV
Infrastructure Rebate and Advisory Program in Minnesota this fall.

Join Swtch as they break down how the rebate works.

Check Out Our Events!

Your PFML Experience Matters: Help
Shape What Comes Next

M MINNesOTA

PAID LEAVE

Paid Leave experiences needed: Our PFML Experiences Portal is

open. Now more than ever, we need to hear how Paid Leave is impacting

your operations.

« Why it matters: As Minnesota heads into a new legislative session,
firsthand accounts from hospitality employers are among the most
powerful tools we have to show lawmakers about the progress of the

program.

What we’re looking for: Whether PFML has been smooth, confusing,
costly, or somewhere in between, sharing your experience helps

Hospitality Minnesota advocate for policies that work for our industry.

« Confidentiality is key. All responses will only be shared

Share Your Experience!

anonymously.

Celebrate Our Industry’s Future
November 19

STARS
OF THE
FUTURE

RENAISSANCE MINNEAPOLIS HOTEL, THE DEPOT
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19,2026 | 6 - 9 PM
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The big picture: Join us November 19, 2026 for an inspiring evening at

the Renaissance Depot to celebrate the future of Minnesota’s hospitality

industry.
Event highlights

« Live and silent auctions featuring exclusive experiences and

hospitality packages.

e Culinary creations prepared and served by talented students

from Minnesota ProStart schools.

» Inspiring stories showcasing the impact of HMEF programs on

students and classrooms statewide.

Register Here!

Fall Grant Opportunities Now
Avallable!
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The big picture: Several small-business grants are open this month,

with awards ranging from $1,000 to $10,000.
Deadlines this fall:

e Oct. 15: Stephen L. Tadlock Veteran Business Grant. This

program awards $1,000 micro-grants to 25 veteran entrepreneurs.
Applicants must be U.S. military veterans, among other

requirements.

e Oct. 31: Breva Thrive Grant. The winner receives $5,000.

Applicants must already be generating revenue and must show
community impact, such as new jobs, new products or more

accessible services.

e Oct. 31: Amber Grant. Each month, three women-owned

businesses receive $10,000 grants. One monthly winner also

receives $50,000 at year's end.
Year-round options:

e Verizon Small Business Digital Ready. Join the free online

community to become eligible for grants throughout the year.

Verizon provides up to $1 million in total grant funding annually.

« National Association for the Self-Employed. NASE offers a

$4,000 growth grant on a rolling basis, for members only.

ServSafe Classes Near You

SERVE
WITH
CERTAINTY:

NOW
AVAILABLE

° __
Hospitality ServSafe -

Did you know: Minnesota law requires at least one certified food

manager on staff at nearly every food establishment.
Check this calendar for all upcoming ServSafe classes!

e Plymouth - October 13

e Fairmount - October 19

¢ St. Cloud - October 20

e Woodbury - October 20

o Worthington - October 23

Find a Class Near You!

In the News

e 2027 James Beard Award Nominations | James Beard Foundation

e Gordon Ramsay brings reality TV to restaurants in Big L.ake, North
St. Paul and Wayzata | MPR News

o Restaurant employment remains on a modest growth trajectory |

National Restaurant Association

See you back here next week!

To learn more about us, visit our website: hospitalityminnesota.com

Members can log into the member portal here.

Was this edition useful?

(J Leave feedback

Your responses are anonymous
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